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2 March 2017

For immediate release

Audio described tour at Guildhall Museum on 10th March

On Friday 10th March the Guildhall Museum will be holding an audio described tour 
of its exhibition ‘The Value of Touch’.  The exhibition showcases the talents of local 
blind and partially sighted artists who have worked alongside artist Wendy Daws to 
unlock some of the secrets of the Guildhall collection.

The artworks, created as part of an Arts Council England funded project by members of 
the Kent Association for the Blind Medway Art Group, an award winning group of blind and 
partially sighted residents of the Medway towns and Wendy, will be described by Lonny 
Evans from VocalEyes.  Wendy Daws and the museum’s Collections Officer Steve Nye will 
accompany the audio tour and there will be object handling opportunities on the ground 
floor with Education Officer Jeremy Clarke and throughout the tour. 

10th March is a fitting date, being the first day of a weekend long campaign entitled 
Disabled Access Day.  Wendy and the artists are delighted to be a part of this important 
event which raises the profile of access for people with disabilities across the country.

Audio description is an art form in its own right.  Objects or artefacts are described for 
people who are sight impaired, or have other sensory or learning difficulties, but the poetry 
of audio description can benefit all who look at the object, encouraging them to see it in a 
new and innovative way.

The Value of Touch exhibition is open at the Guildhall Museum until April 17th, and a series 
of tactile plates created by facilitating artist Wendy will be on permanent display on the 
ground floor of the museum thereafter.  Additionally, a new iteration of her works will be 
included in the forthcoming exhibition Enbosu, which opens at the Rochester Art Gallery 
on 13th March.

Enbosu is a creative exploration of Wendy Daws’ experiences of working with people with 
sight loss.  Exploring notions of texture and tactility through the medium of Japanese 
woodblock and other mixed media, this exhibition is a sensory celebration of the power of 
art to engage an audience no matter what the viewers physical ability. Not precious about 
her work, Wendy encourages viewers to explore the work using their hands as well as 
their eyes.
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All museums have a legal requirement to maintain access standards across their buildings 
and collections but in some historical contexts their ability to do so remains limited.  
Projects such as these are vital because they ensure that the hidden gems of a museum 
collection such as the Guildhall’s can be experienced by everyone.

____

The audio described tour of the Value of Touch is on

Friday 10th March 2017 10:30am - 12:30pm
10:30am refreshments in the Members Room, tour runs 11:00am - 12:30pm

Guildhall Museum, High Street, Rochester Kent ME1 1PY

The event is free but places are limited so please book your ticket through Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/audio-described-tour-of-the-value-of-touch-art-exhibition-
tickets-31999190440  

____

The Value of Touch and Weird and Wonderful exhibition runs until 16th April 2017

Guildhall Museum, High Street, Rochester Kent ME1 1PY
Entry to the museum is free.  Open 10am - 5pm Tuesdays to Sundays.

____

Enbosu opens 13th March - 21st May
Private view and reception on Thursday 16th March 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Rochester Art Gallery and Craft Case, Medway Visitor Information Centre, Ground Floor, 
95 High Street, Rochester, Kent ME1 1LX. Entry to the gallery is Free.

____

Enbosu Family art workshops Saturday 6th May 10:30am - 12:30pm or 1:30 - 3:30pm

Join artist Wendy Daws for a hands-on workshop inspired by her exhibition  Enbosu and 
accompanied by artist Christopher Sacre. The workshop will be BSL assisted.
Free but book places in advance by contacting arts@medway.gov.uk or 01634 338319. 
Suitable for adults and accompanied children ages 7+
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ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

For more information on Disabled Access Day visit https://www.disabledaccessday.com/

VocalEyes provide opportunities for blind and partially sighted people to experience and 
enjoy arts and heritage http://vocaleyes.co.uk/

Wendy Daws studied at the University of Brighton, her dissertation ‘The Value of Touch – 
Blind Alphabet C and Museum Approaches to the Visually Impaired Visitor’ is central to her 
art practice. As a volunteer with the Kent Association for the Blind she established the KAB 
Medway Art Group in 2006 and KAB Gravesend Art Group in 2015. Wendy is passionate 
about a person’s ability to make and appreciate art, and has built a reputation for 
innovating creative solutions for overcoming barriers. www.wendydaws.co.uk.  Follow the 
group facebook.com/KABmedwayartgroup/ and kabmedwayartgroup.wordpress.com/

Kent Association for the Blind has been supporting visually impaired people in the local 
area for over 95 years. The charity provides a comprehensive service which is tailored to 
the needs of the individual.  For more information on the work of KAB visit www.kab.org.uk 
or contact Amy Van der Weide – Fundraising Manager: amy.vdw@kab.org.uk tel: 01622 
691357.

Photo shows a taxidermy Black-Tailed Godwit, collected in Stangate Creek, Upchurch area, 1882. Set 
against the fused glass artwork by Susan Mason. Photo credit Gary Weston.
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