
       

    

   

Press Release May 2016

Reaching Out – a collaborative art exhibition and choral performance 
presented by Kent Association for the Blind Gravesend Art Group and 
RiverVoice Community Choir.

Saturday 14th May 4-6pm at St George’s Church, Gravesend.

This spring, the KAB Gravesend Art Group, led by artist Wendy Daws, have 
collaborated with professional Opera Singer Tania Holland Williams, the RiverVoice 
Community Choir and St. George’s Church to present ‘Reaching Out’. 

The group will present their exhibition of art works on Saturday 14th May with a 
première performance by the RiverVoice Choir performing ‘Remnants of a Name’.

Claire J Frewin RiverVoice Chair says "It's such a fantastic opportunity for RiverVoice 
to sing in Tania's extremely atmospheric piece, especially for me personally as a 
local and being so aware of the historical connection, I would urge everyone to come 
along to the beautiful St George’s Church for a fresh look into the familiar.”

Canon Chris Stone says “I found the ‘Totally Touchable’ exhibition inspiring, and 
welcomed Wendy Daws’ request for St George’s to host the next project. Just as the 
church is more about people than buildings, I’ve been delighted to get to know the 
group and see them busy at work as they’ve met on Monday mornings. I’m very 
much looking forward to the new exhibition and the choral work.”

Kent Association for the Blind is delighted to be part of the Reaching Out project, 
Katherine Barr, Rehabilitation Manager says “It is a wonderful way to celebrate the 
achievements and contributions of local sight impaired people. Activities like these 
bring such enjoyment and opportunity to those taking part and are a crucial way of 
tackling the isolation that can be a part of visual impairment. The group is so creative 
in how it makes art accessible for people with little or no vision, something they may 
have thought was no longer possible for them. This project is particularly special 



because it welcomes new and old participants and gives sighted and sight impaired 
people the chance to work together and learn from each other.”

The art group and choir would like to thank the Gravesham CAN Community 
Scheme, Northfleet & Gravesend West Neighbourhood Forum and NKLAAP for 
funding this project and with warm thanks to St. George’s Church and Medway Adult 
Community Learning Service.

Notes to editors:

Exhibition and choral performance Saturday 14th May 4-6pm. Refreshments will be 
served. All welcome. Free entry. Wheelchair accessible. 

For more information please contact Wendy Daws on mail@wendydaws.co.uk or 
telephone 07989 264768. The exhibition is open 14th May - 9th June.

As part of Voluntary Arts Week there will be a  FREE Family art workshop on 
Saturday 7th May 10am - 1pm explore the church and create your own tactile 
artworks to take home. No need to book. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

To keep up to date with the Gravesend Art Group visit their Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/KABGravesendArtGroup

Wendy Daws studied at the University of Brighton, her dissertation ‘The Value of 
Touch – Blind Alphabet C and Museum Approaches to the Visually Impaired Visitor’ 
is central to her art practice. As a volunteer with the Kent Association for the Blind 
she established the KAB Medway Art Group in 2006 and KAB Gravesend Art Group 
in 2015. www.wendydaws.co.uk

Kent Association for the Blind has been supporting visually impaired people in the 
local area for over 95 years. The charity provides a comprehensive service which is 
tailored to the needs of the individual. We support people of all ages from toddlers 
who are learning to use a white cane to safely navigate around their nursery to 
teenagers who want to learn cooking skills in anticipation of going to university. Our 
Assistive Technology Workers show people how to use specially adapted software 
so they can remain in employment or use computers to check email and access the 
internet. Across the region we have 40 social and leisure clubs as well as regular 
children’s activity days. Our talking news service is distributed to hundreds of people 
every week, free of charge, ensuring that our clients remain an active part of their 
community.

For more information on the work of KAB visit www.kab.org.uk or contact Amy Van 
der Weide – Fundraising Manager: amy.vdw@kab.org.uk tel: 01622 691357
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Kent Association for the Blind Gravesend Art Group, drawing with 1 metre pencils at 
St George’s Church, Gravesend. Photo credit Wendy Daws. Hi-res Images available.
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