
     

   ! !
PRESS RELEASE 14th October 2015

‘Totally Touchable’ Art exhibition at The Blake Gallery 3rd - 22nd November

Kent Association for the Blind Gravesend Art Group launch new art group and 
exhibition.

A new art group for blind and partially sighted residents of Gravesham has been set up in 
partnership with artist Wendy Daws and the Kent Association for the Blind (KAB). The 
group have met weekly at Gravesend Library and the artist’s studio since March of this 
year. The initial project ‘Exploring Tactile Art’ was awarded funds from the Gravesham CAN 
Community fund and took place during April, May and June. The group took part in 
‘Gravesham In Bloom’ as part of Trash to Treasure with LightVessel 21. Their decorated 
bicycle wheels can be seen in Gravesend on the railings at Rathmore Road car park and 
their vinyl designs make up part of the nautical window artwork near the Clock Tower.

For ‘Totally Touchable’ the group continued to explore a variety of artistic styles to discover 
their own ways to create art. Taking inspiration from Alberto Giacometti they have created 
themselves in his sculptural style and borrowed tactile images from ‘Living Paintings Trust’, 
a charity that provides a free postal library service of specially adapted ‘Touch to See’ 
audio tactile books for blind and partially sighted children and adults.

One member of the group says “I love the art group, I live alone, so it gives me a weekly, 
productive sociable activity to look forward to. Without it, I would feel lonely and isolated.”

“Being invited to join the Art Group, has become a highlight of my week. Wendy is an 
enthusiastic and dedicated leader. Not only has she encouraged us to try new things 
which I wouldn’t do at home. It has also introduced me to new people, who have then 
included me in other activities.”

Nicola Forster, Rehabilitation and Mobility Officer for the KAB, “The newly established Art 
Group in Gravesend has enabled KAB clients to participate in local projects, to experience 
varied aspects of art first hand, and given them the opportunity to be part of a friendly 
social group. It has been great to see a mix of people enjoying art and being animated - 
and included in the local community.”

David Turner, Deputy Leader of Gravesham Borough Council commented, “We very 
willingly part-funded and helped deliver this project and I am delighted that it has been so 
successful. Not only does it assist our aspiration to actively support art and cultural 
development in the borough but it empowers a particular group and enables new skills and 
friendships.”



The project has been funded by Arts Council England, Gravesham Borough Council and 
Kent County Council. A research evaluation is currently being undertaken by Canterbury 
Christ Church University into the health and wellbeing benefits of participants in the art 
group, and the findings will be published at the end of 2015.

The ‘Totally Touchable’ exhibition opens on 3rd November at the Blake Gallery and will be 
curated by Matt Bray. Led by the artist, the group will be in the gallery offering guided tours 
of their exhibition. Visitors will be invited to wear ‘simulated spectacles’ to view and handle 
the art through the eyes of those who created it. The aim is to make the exhibition as 
accessible as possible and raise awareness of living with sight impairments. Braille and 
printed guide books will also be available along with a short film and photo reel 
documenting the making of ‘Totally Touchable’. The artists are keen to discuss ways in 
which art is viewed. The ‘simspecs’ have been kindly donated by the Guide Dogs. 

Note to Editors:

The exhibition is open 3rd - 22nd November 9am - 8pm Monday to Saturday and 10am - 
2pm on Sunday. There will be a private view on Wednesday 4th November 5:30pm - 
7:30pm. To request an invite please contact Lyndsey Thompson directly 
lyndsey.thompson@gravesham.gov.uk or tel: 01474 337442

Resident Artist Gallery dates: Friday 6th, Monday 9th, Friday 13th, Monday 16th, Friday 
20th November, 10:00am - 4:00pm.

A FREE Family art workshop on Saturday 14th November 10:30am - 3:30pm, explore 
‘Totally Touchable’ with Wendy to create your own tactile artworks to take home. No need 
to book. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

The Blake Gallery, Woodville Place, Civic Centre, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1DD. Located 
on the ground floor of the Woodville Theatre, the gallery is fully accessible and has a cafe 
on site. 

Wendy Daws studied at the University of Brighton, her dissertation ‘The Value of Touch – 
Blind Alphabet C and Museum Approaches to the Visually Impaired Visitor’ directly inspires 
her socially engaged art practice. As a volunteer with the Kent Association for the Blind 
she established the KAB Medway Art Group in 2006. Wendy believes passionately that art 
is for all and a great tool for communication, enjoyment and wellbeing. 
www.wendydaws.co.uk email: mail@wendydaws.co.uk tel: 07989 264768

Kent Association for the Blind has been supporting visually impaired people in the local 
area for 95 years. The charity provides a comprehensive service which is tailored to the 
needs of the individual. We support people of all ages from toddlers who are learning to 
use a white cane to safely navigate around their nursery to teenagers who want to learn 
cooking skills in anticipation of going to university. Our Assistive Technology Workers show 
people how to use specially adapted software so they can remain in employment or use 
computers to check email and access the internet. Across the region we have 40 social 
and leisure clubs as well as regular children’s activity days. Our talking news service is 
distributed to around 800 people every week, free of charge, ensuring that our clients 
remain an active part of their community.

To keep up to date with the KAB Medway and Gravesend Art Groups you can follow their 
blog kabmedwayartgroup.wordpress.com or Facebook page KABGravesendArtGroup
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For more information on the work of Kent Association for the Blind please visit 
www.kab.org.uk or contact Amy Van der Weide – Fundraising Manager: 
amy.vdw@kab.org.uk tel: 01622 691357

For additional / alternative images and more information on the exhibition and events 
please contact: Wendy Daws, Artist email: mail@wendydaws.co.uk tel: 07989 264768

ENDS

Kent Association for the Blind Gravesend Art Group, Gravesend Library, with tactile images from 
Living Paintings. Photo credit Spaghetti Weston Production. Hi-res Images available upon request.
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